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The Staff
Music is placed on five lines, called the staff

The staff can also be called the stave

Draw five lines to make a staff neatly with a ruler:

Draw music notes on the lines on this staff:

Draw music notes in the spaces on this staff:

Complete this sentence:

The _________ which can be called a ___________ has _________ lines and _________ spaces.

Music notes are placed either on the lines, or in the spaces:

Music notes are not circular, they are shaped like ovals on their sides

When drawing notes on a line, their centre goes right through the middle of the 
line, and no more than half the way through the space above and below.

Space notes need to touch the lines above and below, but not go over them


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Measures and Barlines
To make it easier to read, music is structured into measures.

measures can also be called bars.
Barlines divide the music into measures,

and when a piece of music is complete, a double barline is used.

Practise drawing some barlines onto this staff:

When music is of indefinite pitch, it can be presented on a single line rhythm staff like this:

Complete this sentence:

Music  is divided into ___________ which can also be called ____________ .

Dividing them into these measures are _____________, and at the end of the piece a ________  

___________ is used.

Draw a single line rhythm staff using a ruler, and draw a double barline at the end: 

Draw a double barline to complete this piece of music:

one measure
a barline

a double
barline



                
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Reproducible if current license for this product is owned at funmusicco.com
Printable Music Theory Books - Book One Page 38	 © 2010 The Fun Music Company Pty Ltd

Dynamic Terms and Signs

f = forte = loud  
p = piano = soft 

m = mezzo = moderately
ff = fortissimo = very loud

How loud should the opening of the piece be played?  __________________________________

What does the sign under the notes in measure 3 mean? _____________________________________

What do the signs under the notes in measure 2 mean?  _____________________________________

Add a mark in measure 4 to indicate that the notes should be played moderately loud

Add a mark in measure 5 to indicate that the notes should be played very soft

Add a symbol in measure 6 to show those notes getting louder over the whole measure

What does the word under the notes in measure 9 mean? ___________________________________

What does the word under the notes in measure 13 mean? __________________________________

How loud should the last note be played? ____________________________________________

Dynamics are indications of how loud or soft the music should be played

= crescendo = gradually becoming louder
                    = decrescendo or diminuendo = gradually becoming softer

Accents
 

Accents mean to play these 
notes more stongly than the others

What does the term mezzo forte mean? _____________________

What does the term mezzo piano mean? ___________________

What does pianissimo mean? ________________

Order the following from softest to loudest:

mf  -  pp   -  p  -  f  -  ff  -  mp    
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The Treble Clef

Trace the treble clefs onto the staff:

Draw 10 treble clefs on the staff below:

Circle the correctly written treble clefs:

The treble clef is also known as the ___ clef.

Why do you think it has this name? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Place a treble clef before the music notes 
in the correct place:

The treble clef began as a stylised letter “g”, and it is used to show where G 
is on the staff. 

To draw it start on the second line of the staff (the G line)
And continue like this:

     
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Notes in the Treble Clef

Name these notes:

Draw these notes:

D                     A                      GE                   B                   

You can use a rhyme to remember notes on the lines:

And remember a word for the space notes:

Alternatively, you can simply count up from a note that you know:

Decode the following “music words”:

C                  F                 


E_____


G_____


B_____


D_____


F_____
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Whole Notes, Half Notes and Quarter Notes
The whole note has four counts in commonly used time signatures

Draw a whole note in each measure below:

The Half Note has two counts in commonly used time signatures

Draw two Half Notes in each measure below:

The Quarter Note has one count in commonly used time signatures

Fill each measure below with four quarter notes:

Under each * complete each of these rhythms with either a quarter note, a half note or a whole note:

Complete the “beat tree”:

* * *

* * * *
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TREaSURE NISLAND letters ❂rhythm levels 1 to 4
Use your music clues to get a direction and a distance. Start from your level skull, clue 
by clue find the letters for your answer.
There is space on your clue sheet to write it in. This sheet is reusable.
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